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Looking for a job? If your name is Panav Singh, expect 
fewer callbacks than Matthew Wilson, even if your 
résumés are exactly the same. Employers in Toronto, 
Vancouver and Montreal “significantly discriminate” 
against applicants with Chinese and Indian names 
compared to those with English names, researchers  
have found. On average, résumés with English-sounding 
names received 35 per cent more callbacks, according to 
a study supported by Metropolis B.C., a federally funded 
immigration and diversity research centre. 

http://www.thestar.com/printarticle/1069897
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Indian girls, shedding names like “Nakusa” or “Nakushi” which 
mean “unwanted” in Hindi, hold up their name change certificates 
during a ceremony in Satara, 250 kms from Mumbai

Toronto Star, Saturday October 22, 2011



Intercultural/Multilingual Projects



Intercultural/Multilingual Projects

§ What’s in a name?



Intercultural/Multilingual Projects

§ What’s in a name?

§ Heritage Box



Intercultural/Multilingual Projects

§ What’s in a name?

§ Heritage Box

§ Multicultural 
literature circles



Multicultural Literature Circles



Multicultural Literature Circles

What are literature circles?



Multicultural Literature Circles

What are literature circles?
Ø Teacher models and guides the process



Multicultural Literature Circles

What are literature circles?
Ø Teacher models and guides the process
Ø Students have specific roles



Multicultural Literature Circles

What are literature circles?
Ø Teacher models and guides the process
Ø Students have specific roles

What are multicultural literature circles? 



Multicultural Literature Circles

What are literature circles?
Ø Teacher models and guides the process
Ø Students have specific roles

What are multicultural literature circles? 
Ø Each group has a book related to a common theme: 

e.g., “Friendship”, “Loyalty”, “New Beginnings”, “People 
Who Changed the World”, in a different cultural setting



Multicultural Literature Circles

What are literature circles?
Ø Teacher models and guides the process
Ø Students have specific roles

What are multicultural literature circles? 
Ø Each group has a book related to a common theme: 

e.g., “Friendship”, “Loyalty”, “New Beginnings”, “People 
Who Changed the World”, in a different cultural setting

Ø Each group presents the book to the class, to persuade 
other students to choose the same book for follow-up 
reading.
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§ L1 can be a valuable tool for learning, at least until L2 is 
developed to an adequate level (5+ years).

§ L2Ls who cease to use and develop L1 before they have 
acquired considerable competence L2 may not have 
sufficient linguistic capacity in either language for some 
academic tasks, particularly those that are more complex 
or abstract. 

§  In contrast, students who can think in more than one 
language appear to be more flexible thinkers and to 
develop cognitive skills that have a positive effect on their 
overall cognitive abilities. 
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CT scans show bilingualism delays Alzheimer’s

Researchers at St. Michael’s Hospital have found the first 
physical proof that bilingualism delays the onset of 
Alzheimer’s disease. Using CT scans, a team of 
scientists at the hospital found that people who speak 
more than one language have twice as much brain 
damage as unilingual people before they exhibit 
symptoms of the progressive, degenerative disease. 
“This is unheard of. No medicine comes close to delaying 
the onset of symptoms and now we have the evidence to 
prove this at the neuroanatomical level,” said Dr. Tom 
Schweizer, a neuroscientist who headed the research. 

Toronto Star: October 13, 2011



Pick one

On chart paper, write one specific strategy, activity, or 
project that you would recommend to your colleagues 
or principal in order to promote positive attitudes 
among students and staff towards linguistic and 
cultural diversity, and ensure  that students and 
parents of all backgrounds feel valued and included 
in the school community. Give reasons for your 
choice. 

It does not have to be something that was presented 
today: perhaps you have something different to 
share.
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§ First impressions are important and may influence attitudes 
towards the school from the very first moments.

§ Teachers can model and explicitly expect all students to 
welcome newcomers with respect.

§ Teachers and students can jointly develop classroom 
norms that create  a safe learning environment for 
everyone.

§ Cross-cultural and multilingual projects enrich everyone’s 
cultural knowledge.

§ Multicultural content can be infused across the curriculum.
§ L1 is a precious resource and we must do all we can to 

encourage/enable students to continue to develop 
bilingually— including native speakers of English!


