Grade 7

Louis Riel:  Hero or Traitor?

Description:


In the first activity, students will research information on the Red River Resistance.  Using various resources, students will look at the perspectives on the Red River Resistance and the events that occurred there.  Students will then create a time line using the language biases that they believe each of the stake-holders would have had according to their perspectives.  The third activity integrates critical thinking in asking students to come up with criteria as to whether Louis Riel was a hero or Traitor.  Students will rank the criteria using an online visual ranking tool, then compare Riel to the criteria.  Students can then compare their rankings with the rankings of other groups and discuss the reasons they think other groups ranked the criteria as they did.

Curriculum Links

7.2.4 Students will critically assess the role, contributions and influence of the Red River Metis on the development of western Canada by exploring and reflecting on:

· To what extent were the Red River Resistance and the second Metis uprising a means to counter assimilation?

· What are the Metis, First Nations, French and British perspectives on the events that lead to the establishment of Manitoba?

7.S.1 Students will access diverse viewpoints on particular topics, using appropriate technologies

ICT Links

C.1 – Students will access, use and communicate information from a variety of 

technologies.

C.6 – Students will use technology to investigate and/or solve problems.

Activity 1

In groups, students research information on the Red River Resistance – gaining perspectives of various interest groups including Metis, Francophone (Quebec), Macdonald, Anglophone (Ontario)

· one internet tool that students can use is www.Noodletools.com. This tool will help students to narrow their searches and will help to improve successes and reduce frustration.

· Another tool that students may find helpful is the search engine www.alltheweb.com.  This engine is not a spider definition and accesses the deep web.   

a. http://archives.cbc.ca
b. http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=HomePage&Params=A1
c. http://www.canadiana.org/hbc/stories/colony1_e.html 

d. http://edimage.ca/edimage/grandspersonnages/en/carte_r03.html 

e. http://www.mysteriesofcanada.com/Canada/riel.htm 

f. http://www.rcgs.org/ccge/english/Resources/rivers/tr_rivers_RRuprising.asp 

Activity 2

Using the Timeline creation tool, students create a timeline of events which reflects the perspective of a given character using language that reflects that perspective.  

http://www.readwritethink.org/student_mat/student_material.asp?id=7 

Activity 3

Students decide on the question “Was Riel a Hero or a Traitor?” 

a. Decide on criteria for “hero” and “traitor” – what are the characteristics of each?

Before continuing this activity the teacher must register and set up the project in the teacher workspace 

( http://www.intel.com/education/visualranking/index.htm )

by simply typing in the project name, description, prompt for students, and the student generated criteria.  He/she will have to create two different rankings, one for hero and one for traitor.  Have half the student groups work on hero and the other half work on traitor. 

b. Students sign onto the site and access the set-up already put in place by the teacher.

c. Students use the visual ranking tool to have students rank the criteria by dragging the characteristics from one place to another.  They must then put the reason for the ranking in the comment box. “Show report” will show their ranking and comments.  It can then be copied and pasted into a word document.

d. Students then look at other groups’ rankings and reasons using the “Compare this team with” bar at the top of the page.

e.  While students are working, the teacher can log into the teacher workspace and review and comment on any team’s work, as well as pose questions.  

f. Analyze Riel with the criteria decided upon.  To what extent is Riel a hero?  Traitor?  Look at Riel from different perspectives; does that change your decision?

g. Students create visual to express their opinion and their support for that opinion.

Rubrics

Activity 2:  Creating a Perspectives Timeline

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Content
	Facts are accurate, clear, and extremely well expressed.  
	Facts are accurate, clear, and well expressed
	Facts are generally accurate and quite clear. 
	Facts are incomplete, somewhat inaccurate, and/or somewhat unclear.
	Facts are lacking in accuracy and explanation 

	Software Learning
	The student knows how to use the software and can accurately and clearly answer almost any question related to how to perform certain functions.
	The student knows how to use the software and can accurately and clearly answer many questions related to how to perform certain functions.
	The student generally knows how to use the software, and can answer some questions related to how to perform many functions.
	The student has some difficulty using the software and can answer only a few questions related to performing functions.
	The student has difficulty using the software and requires assistance. 

	Graphics
	All graphics are exceptionally effective and balanced with text use.
	All graphics are effective, but there appear to be too few or too many.
	Some graphics are effective and their use is balanced with text use.
	Graphics are somewhat effective but their use is not balanced with text.
	Graphics are not effectively used.

	Mechanics
	Timeline is error free.
	Timeline has a few mistakes that do not affect the meaning of the text.
	Timeline has some errors which somewhat affect the meaning and flow of text.
	Timeline has many errors, which affect the meaning of the text.
	Timeline shows little attempt to correct errors.  Text is difficult to read.


Viewpoint Poster Rubric 

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Content 
	Viewpoint is exceptionally, clearly and creatively expressed.
	Viewpoint is obvious from the information.  Information is complete.
	Viewpoint is apparent from the information. Information is generally complete.
	Viewpoint is somewhat unclear.  Information is somewhat incomplete and/or inaccurate.
	Viewpoint is unclear.  Information is incomplete and/or inaccurate.

	Visual Appeal
	Poster has exceptionally attractive formatting and organization. Pictures are exceptionally creative, well drawn and enhance the meaning of the text.
	Poster is attractive in formatting and organization, and pictures that are well drawn and add to the meaning of the text.
	Poster is quite well formatted and organized. Pictures add to the meaning of the text.
	Poster has formatting and/or organizational problems making it difficult to understand message.  Pictures show some attention to meaning of the text.
	Poster’s formatting is disorganized and little attention is apparent to adding to meaning through pictures.

	Mechanics
	Poster is error free.
	Poster has a few mistakes that do not affect the meaning of the text.
	Poster has some errors which somewhat affect the meaning and flow of text.
	Poster has many errors, which affect the meaning of the text.
	Poster shows little attempt to correct errors.  Text is difficult to read.


