Design a Pysanky
Integrating Literature into Social Studies

CARC Social Studies

	Grade Level
	3
	General Outcome

	3.1 Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how geographic, social, cultural and linguistic factors affect quality of life in communities in India, Tunisia, Ukraine, and Peru.


	Time Frame
	Class Dependent
	Enduring Understanding

(purpose of the lesson)
	Using information gathered from the Ukrainian folktale The Bird’s Gift by Eric A. Kimmel, students will design a Ukrainian Easter egg (pysanky) that represents some of the common values of the Ukrainian people.  A social action project follows as an extension activity.


	Developed By
	Tracy Wirtanen


	Critical Challenge/Big Idea
	Design a pysanky egg that effectively reflects the values of people in the Ukrainian Village, in the book The Bird’s Gift, by Eric A. Kimmel.


	Value and Attitude Outcomes

3.1.1 appreciate similarities and differences among people an communities
3.1.1.1 Demonstrate an awareness of and interest in the beliefs, traditions and customs of groups and communities other than their own

	Knowledge and Understanding Outcomes
3.1.2 examine the social, cultural and linguistic characteristics that affect quality of life in communities in other parts of the world

3.1.2.4 What are the traditions, celebrations, stories and practices in the community that connect people to the past and to each other?
3.1.2.5 How is identity reflected in traditions, celebrations, stories and customs in the communities?

3.1.3.3 In what ways do the communities show concern for their natural environment?
	Skills and Process Outcomes

(these skills are a part of the Social Action project in the extension activities)
Cooperation, conflict resolution and consensus building

3.S.5.2 demonstrate willingness to seek consensus among members of a work group

3.S.5.3 consider the needs and points of view of others

Age-appropriate behavior for social involvement

3.S.6.1 participate in projects that improve or meet the particular needs of their school or community

	Summative Assessment Strategies
	This activity is intended to be used as a formative/introductory activity.  There is no summative assessment for social studies, but may be in other subject areas, e.g., art.

	Introductory Activity/

The Hook


	1.  As a class, discuss and define the term “value”. (To regard somebody or something highly)
2. Have the students come up with a list of three things in their lives that they value.  Have students share these with a partner or small group and then as a class identify similarities.


	Teaching/ Learning Strategies and

Activities


	1.  Read the story, The Bird’s Gift by Eric A. Kimmel to the students
2. Have students create a list of what they believe the people in the village value.  Share these lists with a small group, then with the class.  Have students look for and identify similarities.  Values represented include: nature, family, God, traditions, kindness.

3. Once students have their lists, reread the story orally, asking students to listen for evidence of each value they have identified.  These may be organized in a t-chart.

4. Students are now to design an Easter egg (pysanky) that represents at least 3 of the values that are evident in the story.  As a class discuss the criteria for an effective representation.  

Sample criteria may be: 
· accurate (clearly shows at least 3 values the characters hold in the story), 
· informative (encourages understanding of culture), 
· visually attractive and appealing

5. Students are now ready to create their eggs.  This creation may be done only on paper, or planned on paper, and completed on an egg shell that has been hollowed out.  Plastic eggs (available in craft stores) are another option.  

6. Upon completion of the project, you may want to have students present, post and display their designs.  Students may also want to examine the eggs of their classmates and then identify the values that are represented.



	Resources


	Kimmel, Eric A., Krenina, K. (Illustrator).  The Birds' Gift: A Ukrainian Easter Story, Holiday House, March 1999, ISBN-13, 9780823413843


	Formative Assessment Strategies
	Small group discussions

Full class discussions

Discussions of values illustrated in eggs

	Extension

	Social Action Project
1. Discuss with students the need that is illustrated in the book.  Emphasize that the help was given to an aspect of the community that needed it.  Have students brainstorm the types of needs they see in their community.  Possibilities include:
· Garbage in the community

· Local SPCA

· Santa’s Anonymous (or various charitable organizations)

2. Have students decide as a class the one project they would like to embark upon.  They can then brainstorm possible courses of action.
3. The next step is to decide what actions to take.  Consider possible criteria for appropriate action.  Action must be:

· Safe

· Doable

· Effective 

4. Have students decide in groups which is the best course of action and why.  Discuss as a class.
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