Then and Now: A Community ABC
CARC Social Studies

	Grade Level
	1
	General Outcomes

	1.1 Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how identity and self-esteem are enhanced by their sense of belonging in their world and how active members in a community contribute to the well-being, growth and vitality of their groups and communities.
1.2 Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how changes over time have affected their families and influenced how their families and communities are today



	Time Frame
	Class Dependent
	Enduring Understanding

(purpose of the lesson)
	The students demonstrate an understanding of their community in the past and present by creating a portion of an ABC movie using the vocabulary and key concepts from the unit.   


	Critical Challenge/
Big Idea
	Create an effective portion of an ABC Movie that shows our community’s past and present.


	Value and Attitude Outcomes

1.1.2 value the groups and communities in which they belong

1.1.2.1 demonstrate a willingness to share and cooperate with others (C, PADM)

1.2.1 appreciate how stories and events of the past connect their families and communities to the present
1.2.1.1 recognize how their families and communities might have been different in the past than they are today (CC, TCC)


	Knowledge and Understanding Outcomes

1.1.5 distinguish geographic features in their own community from other communities 

1.1.5.1 What are some familiar landmarks and places in my community? (CC, TCC)

1.1.5.2 Why are these landmarks and places significant features of the community? (CC, I, TCC)

1.2.2 analyze how their families and communities in the present are influenced by events or people of the past 
1.2.2.3 In what ways has my community changed over time (e.g., original inhabitants, ancestors, generations, ways of life)? (CC, TCC)


	Skills and Process Outcomes

historical thinking:

1.S.2.2 differentiate between activities and events that occurred recently and long ago

cooperation, conflict resolution and consensus building:

1.S.5.3 demonstrate a willingness to share space and resources

oral, written and visual literacy:

1.S.8.1 interact with others in a socially appropriate manner

1.S.8.2 respond appropriately, verbally and in written forms, using language respectful of human diversity


	Note: Not all of the skills outcomes above are summatively assessed and therefore do not appear with bold numbers.  
The lesson and rubric can be modified to assess those outcomes

	Summative Assessment Strategies
	“Then and Now: A Community ABC” Rubric


	Introductory Activity/

The Hook


	If this activity is provided to the students at the beginning of the Community Unit, it may help focus their learning and the assessment can be used for learning as well as for grading.

1. With the class, review several alphabet books to become familiar with the genre.  


	Teaching/ Learning Strategies and

Activities


	Have all the resources used during the unit available for research.

Review unit

2. Discuss what students have learned in the unit on their community, Past and Present.  

· Where is it located? 
· Who is part of our community? 

· Who was important in our community’s past?
· What buildings or places are here? 

· What buildings or places used to be here?
· What makes our community special or unique? 
· How is our community the same as others? How is it different?

· How has our community changed over time?
3. Use the lesson plans and sample organizer template located at: A Community ABC (see “Resources” section for address) organize the students’ ideas.  This document cannot be saved, however, and you cannot add pictures to it on the internet.

Image Gathering

4. Assign each student a letter of the alphabet.  They will write a sentence or two about the importance of that aspect of their community’s past, and a few sentences about the present.  For example:  “A is for arena.  Stettler’s old arena burned down in 1992.  Stettler built a new arena that has 2 skating rinks, a library and a swimming pool.  It is important because people have fun there and learn new things.”  Their sentences must meet the following criteria: 

· accurate 

· informative
5. With adult assistance, have students scan and save pictures of landmarks and places in the community from brochures, etc. 
OR 
On a community walk, have student use the digital camera to take photos of the designated places in the community. 
OR

Have students draw pictures of places/landmarks of interest and scan and save them.

Creating a Movie

6. Working with the students in small groups, scan the pictures and import the pictures and photos into the Windows Moviemaker program. Photostory3 (http://tinyurl.com/4f869) is a similar program which is also easy to use (and free to download). Step by step directions are given in both programs.   Students may then read the narrative they wrote and record it on the computer.

7. Time the slides to fit with the students’ narratives.  For example:  A is for arena.  Stettler’s old arena burned down in 1992 (show picture).  Stettler built a new arena that has 2 skating rinks, a library and a swimming pool (show picture). It is important because people have fun there and learn new things.
8. Celebrate the project by sharing it with the school, administration, and parents.   If students have drawn images or taken photographs, consider posting it on the school’s or town’s website (a new FOIP form will need to be signed by parents).


	Resources


	“Our Community: Creating ABC Books as Assessment” – from Read Write Think http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/community-creating-books-assessment-844.html 
Windows Moviemaker (part of the Microsoft Office package)

Photostory 3 is available at http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/digitalphotography/photostory/default.mspx 



	Formative Assessment Strategies

	Student Self Assessment

	Other ICT Outcomes Addressed

Note: All ICT outcomes for social studies are infused in the Program of Study for each grade level and the “Outcomes” section of this document.  
	C.2 - Students will access, use and communicate information from a variety of technologies.  

1.1  access and retrieve information from electronic sources for a specific inquiry.
C.5 - Students will use organizational processes and tools to manage inquiry.

1.3  organize information from more than one source.

P.3 - Students will communicate through multimedia.

1.1  access images such as clip art, to support communication.

1.2  create visual images by using tools such as paint and draw programs for particular audiences and purposes.

1.3  access sound clips or recorded voice to support communication.

P.6 - Students will use communication technology to interact with others. 

1.1  compose a message that can be sent through communication technology 

1.2  communicate electronically with people outside the classroom



Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  

ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk)

Then and Now: A Community ABC 
Rubric

	Level
Criteria
	

	
	

	Identifies importance of landmarks

(1.1.5)
	You included specific and important information that shows audience the community

	You included correct information, but it may need to be more directly focused to help the audience understand the community

	The information isn’t really very important and doesn’t help the audience understand the community

	Analyzes change

(1.2.2.3, 1.S.2.2)
	Accurately compares the past with the present in community 
	Reasonably compares the past with the present in community
	Inaccurately compares the past with the present in community


	Demonstrates cooperation
(1.1.2.1, 1.S.5.3, 1.S.8.1, l.S.8.2)
	Enthusiastically  shares resources and cooperate in a respectful manner
	Willingly shares resources and cooperate in a respectful manner
	Unwillingly shares resources and cooperate in a respectful manner 


	Student Self-Assessment for 

Then and Now:  A Community ABC
	WOW!      
	YES
	YES,BUT 

	I co-operated with my partner.
	
	
	

	I looked at the information about our community.
	
	
	

	I wrote at least two sentences about our community.
	
	
	

	I took a digital picture or scanned a picture or drawing.
	
	
	

	I made a slide and a transition in the movie program.
	
	
	

	I practiced my narration.
	
	
	

	I spoke loudly and clearly.
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