Propaganda Poster Project

CARC Social Studies

Please note, all support materials are after the lesson plan template and begin on page 5.  Each support page is linked in the lesson plan.  Click on the red push pin ([image: image2.png]


) in each support page to return to the lesson plan template.

	Grade Level
	20-1

20-2


	Related Issue 2
	Related Issue 2:
To what extent should national interest be pursued?

General Outcome:
Students will assess impacts of nationalism, ultranationalism and the pursuit of national interest.


	Time Frame
	4 – 5 classes
	Enduring Understanding

(purpose of the lesson)
	Students will study World War I and World War II propaganda posters to identify the techniques, messages, and background.  Students will then create their own propaganda poster for the period of the French Revolution/ Napoleonic period (from previous Nationalism/Ultranationalism lessons), demonstrating their knowledge of nationalism and ultranationalism, and of propaganda techniques.  

	Developed By
	Neil Kirkwood, Ron Thompson, Greg Esteves


	Critical Challenge/Big Idea
	Create an effective nationalism or ultranationalism propaganda poster. 

	Other Questions of Inquiry


	Can students make effective judgments to employ the 4C’s of effective visuals to create an effective propaganda poster that delivers a nationalist message?

	Values and Attitudes 
Outcomes

2.1 appreciate that nations and states pursue national interest (TCC, GC, PADM)


	Knowledge and Understanding Outcomes

2.6 analyze the relationship between nationalism and ultranationalism (PADM, I)

2.7 analyze nationalism and ultranationalism during times of conflict (causes of the First and Second World Wars, examples of nationalism and ultranationalism from the First and Second World Wars, ultranationalism in Japan, internments in Canada, conscription crises) (PADM, TCC, GC, LPP)


	Skills and Processes Outcomes

develop skills of critical thinking and creative thinking

S.1.1 evaluate ideas and information from multiple sources

S.1.3 assess the validity of information based on context, bias, sources, objectivity, evidence or reliability

S.1.5 evaluate personal assumptions and opinions to develop an expanded appreciation of a topic or an issue

S.1.6 synthesize information from contemporary and historical issues to develop an informed position

develop skills of historical thinking

S.2.5 discern historical facts from historical interpretations through an examination of multiple sources

demonstrate skills of oral, written, and visual communication

S.8.1 communicate effectively to express a point of view in a variety of situations

S.8.5 use a variety of oral, visual and print sources to present informed positions on issues



	Note: Outcomes 2.7, S.1.1, S.1.3, S.1.5, and S.2.5 are not summatively assessed in this challenge and therefore their numbers do not appear in bold above.  The activities and rubric can be modified to summatively assess those outcomes if necessary.


	Summative Assessment Strategies
	Propaganda Poster Rubric (see below) 



	Introductory Activity/

The Hook


	Activity 1: World War I Poster Analysis

1. Give students Background Information handout.  As students review information, supply contextual material about WWI, nationalism vs. ultranationalism in preparation for and during the viewing of propaganda posters.  Students will observe WWI Propaganda Posters and complete an analysis of effective visuals and nationalist messages contained in the images.  Many examples are available on the First World War.com website.  See “Resources” list below for information.


	Teaching/ Learning Strategies and

Activities


	Activity 2: World War II Poster Analysis 

2. Students look at examples of propaganda posters from WWII.  Many examples are available on the National Archives and Records Administration website.  See “Resources” list for information.
3. As a class, discuss the criteria for effective visuals.  Showing examples of print advertisements may help students to discover criteria.  Ask students to judge which printed ads are better; then have them determine what factors make them better.  For a more detailed/structured lesson plan, see Modelling the Tools: Creating Persuasive and Effective Visuals on the Learn Alberta website (see “Resources” list below).   Of particular use may be the “Persuasion Techniques in Advertising” document in “Session One” (also in “Resources” list below).
Possible criteria include:

· Catchy,

· Concise,

· Comprehensive,

· Convincing. 

4. Students can use the sample rubric, in “Assessing the Visual” found at Creating Persuasive and Informative Visuals to determine the effectiveness of propaganda posters.  This sample rubric uses the criteria: catchy, concise, comprehensive, and convincing.  There is also a column for students to provide specific evidence from the visual that connects to the 4C’s.  Students complete the Decoding World War II Posters Retrieval Chart to determine the key information presented by each poster.

Activity 3: Create an Effective Propaganda Poster

5. Students will create an effective propaganda poster for the French Revolution or the Napoleonic Era focusing on using the criteria for effective visuals to deliver a nationalist/ultranationalist message appropriate to the time period. 

6. Students will provide an explanation of where their poster falls on the continuum of nationalism and ultranationalism, and why it fits there.

Activity 4: Self Evaluation

7. Students will use a copy of the Propaganda Poster Rubric to evaluate their own posters providing evidence that supports their use of the criteria of effective visuals. 



	Resources


	Duffy, M. (2009), First World War.com: A multimedia history of World War One. Retrieved March 24, 2009, from 

     http://www.firstworldwar.com/posters/ 
     This site contains a huge amount of information including propaganda posters from various countries.

Learn Alberta. (2008). Modelling the tools: creating persuasive and effective visuals. Retrieved March 24, 2010 from

http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssmt/html/creatingpersuasiveandinformativevisuals_mt.html 

Learn Alberta. (2008). Critical challenge:  distinguishing nationalism and ultranationalism. Retrieved March 24, 2010 from
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssoc11/html/distinguishingnationalismandultranationalism_cc.html 

Learn Alberta. (2006). Persuasion techniques in advertising. Retrieved March 24, 2010 from

http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssoc11/html/distinguishingnationalismandultranationalism_cc.html
The National Archives and Records Administration. Powers of Persuasion: Poster Art from World War II. Retrieved March 24, 

     2010 from  http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/powers_of_persuasion/warning/warning.html
     This site includes many posters organized by theme (left column).  Of particular interest are the sections “Warning Our 

     Homes are in Danger”, and “He’s Watching You”.
 

	Formative Assessment Strategies


	Student self evaluations: 

· French Nationalism Checklist

· Propaganda Poster Rubric




Adapted from:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  

ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk)

[image: image1.png]


Propaganda Poster Rubric
	Level

Criteria
	Excellent
	Proficient
	Adequate
	Limited

	Analyzes relationship 

(2.6)
	Accurate analysis of relationship between nationalism and ultranationalism. 


	Reasonable analysis of relationship between nationalism and ultranationalism. 


	Partial analysis of relationship between nationalism and ultranationalism. 
	Flawed analysis of relationship between nationalism and ultranationalism. 

	Synthesizes information

(S.1.6)
	Perceptive synthesis of historical propaganda information to develop a message.
	Appropriate synthesis of historical propaganda information to develop a message.
	Simplistic synthesis of historical propaganda information to develop a message.


	Little or no synthesis of historical propaganda information to develop a message.

	Communicates information 
(S.8.1, S.8.5) 


	Skilfully expresses an informed point of view. 
	Competently expresses an informed point of view.
	Appropriately expresses an informed point of view.
	Inappropriately expresses an informed point of view.


Comments:

Background Information: 

World War I

WWI was a conflict in Europe between conflicting alliances:

The Triple Entente consisted of  
· United Kingdom (Britain) 

· Russia, and 

· France.


The Triple Alliance consisted of:  
· Austria-Hungary, 

· Germany, and 

· Italy.

Canada was a member of the British Empire and was not operating independently, as soon as England declared war on the Triple Alliance.

Propaganda

Propaganda has been used throughout history to promote the ideals and goals of nations or governments.  Since the French Revolution, one of the main uses of propaganda has been to advance and promote nationalist causes.  Propaganda can take many forms including: Posters, Newspapers, Film, Reels, Radio Broadcasts, Music, Theatre, Schools, Television, Pop Culture, Literature, Symbols (flags, national anthems, and heroic figures), Cartoons, Art, and Name-calling 
Why Propaganda?

Propaganda attempts to evoke an emotional response that can be mobilized to achieve a nation’s goals.  In general it attempts to deliver a focused message through:
· Selective use of information. 

· Appeals to emotions

· Use of symbols

INDOCTRINATION 

Propaganda is usually carried out in campaigns around an issue and is one form of repeating a message over and over to the point that the people stop question the nation or government’s objectives.

Propaganda Posters

Propaganda posters from WWI can serve several purposes:

1. to learn about WWI

2. to look at the idea of how propaganda is used during times of conflict

3. to examine nationalist and ultranationalist messages

4. to look at the characteristics of an effective and persuasive visual (such as poster) 

During WWI it was easy to find examples of all kinds of propaganda from the democratic nations involved on the side of the Triple Entente but not so easy to find examples from the nations that were absolute monarchies.  Why is that? 
Decoding World War II Posters Retrieval Chart

	Poster One: 

Which country produced this picture?

Why was this poster produced?

What is the message of this poster?



	Poster Two

Which country produced this picture?

Why was this poster produced?

What is the message of this poster?



	Poster Three

Which country produced this picture?

Why was this poster produced?

What is the message of this poster?



	Poster Four

Which country produced this picture?

Why was this poster produced?

What is the message of this poster?



	Poster Five

Which country produced this picture?

Why was this poster produced?

What is the message of this poster?



	Poster Six

Which country produced this picture?

Why was this poster produced?

What is the message of this poster?




