
[image: image1.png]ecific Outeos

G'ENE“AL OUTCOMES

culture angy

SOCIAL
STUDIES

L5 €
"4011 ) .v/l.‘”d\

3 o
o510 W“ENB.




Social studies provides opportunities for students to develop the attitudes, skills and knowledge that will enable them to become engaged, active, informed and responsible citizens. Recognition and respect for individual and collective identity is essential in a pluralistic and democratic society. Social studies helps students develop their sense of self and community, encouraging them to affirm their place as citizens in an inclusive, democratic society.

The Alberta Social Studies Kindergarten to Grade 12 Program of Studies meets the needs and reflects the nature of 21st century learners. It has at its heart the concepts of citizenship and identity in the Canadian context. The program reflects multiple perspectives, including Aboriginal and Francophone, that contribute to Canada’s evolving realities. It fosters the building of a society that is pluralistic, bilingual, multicultural, inclusive and democratic. The program emphasizes the importance of diversity and respect for differences as well as the need for social cohesion and the effective functioning of society. It promotes a sense of belonging and acceptance in students as they engage in active and responsible citizenship at the local, community, provincial, national and global level.

Central to the vision of the Alberta social studies program is the recognition of the diversity of experiences and perspectives and the pluralistic nature of Canadian society. Pluralism builds upon Canada’s historical and constitutional foundations, which reflect the country’s Aboriginal heritage, bilingual nature and multicultural realities. A pluralistic view recognizes that citizenship and identity are shaped by multiple factors such as culture, language, environment, gender, ideology, religion, spirituality and philosophy.

Social studies is the study of people in relation to each other and to their world. It is an issues-focused and inquiry-based interdisciplinary subject that draws upon history, geography, ecology, economics, law, philosophy, political science and other social science disciplines. Social studies fosters students understanding of and involvement in practical and ethical issues that face their communities and humankind. Social studies is integral to the process of enabling students to develop an understanding of who they are, what they want to become and the society in which they want to live.

In social studies 30-1, students will explore the origins and complexities of ideologies and examine multiple perspectives regarding the principles of classical and modern liberalism. An analysis of various political and economic systems will allow students to assess the viability of the principles of liberalism. Developing understandings of the roles and responsibilities associated with citizenship will encourage students to respond to emergent global issues.
The principles of liberalism have played a significant role in the development of modern democratic societies. Developing a comprehensive understanding of the evolution of modern liberal thought and the tenets of competing ideologies is important in the development of active, informed and responsible citizens. This understanding will enable students to effectively investigate, analyze and evaluate government policies and actions and develop individual and collective responses to contemporary local, national and global issues.
The outcomes based nature of the program facilitates a more amiable format for implementing what the research is revealing about meaningful assessment in our schools.  The program moves away from a focus on delivering content, to a model that asks students to construct their own learning within the parameters of powerful questions.  The high school program frames these questions in the form of controversial issues that students will revisit throughout the course.  Teachers will be asked to use the program structure to lead students in building understanding, with the big questions providing meaning to the essential knowledge outlined in the curriculum.  The so-called ‘content’, found within brackets linked to specific outcomes, is largely at the conceptual level, and therefore does not mandate the use of specific case studies, examples and narratives.  
[image: image2.jpg]



Assessment and evaluation of students, as explained on the next page of the outline, is going to be different from the old program of studies. Instead of traditional assessments that largely relied upon memorization and regurgitation of factual content, students will be given a variety of choices with respect to the way they demonstrate their understanding of curricular concepts and program outcomes.
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SOCIAL STUDIES 30-1: Perspectives on Ideology

Overview

Students will explore the origins and complexities of ideologies and examine multiple perspectives regarding
the principles of classical and modern liberalism. An analysis of various political and economic systems will
allow students to assess the viability of the principles of liberalism. Developing understandings of the roles
and responsibilities associated with citizenship will encourage students to respond to emergent global issues

Rationale

The principles of liberalism have played a significant role in the development of modern democratic
societics. Developing a comprehensive understanding of the evolution of modern liberal thought and the
tenets of competing ideologies is important in the development of active. informed and responsible cifizens.
This understanding will enable students to effectively investigate, analyze and evaluate government policies
and actions and develop individual and collective responses to contemporary local, national and global
issues.

Key Issue Key Outcome

Students will understand, assess and respond to
the complesities of ideologies.

To what extent should we embrace an ideology?

Related Issues General Outcomes

1. Towhat extent should ideology be the Students will explore the relationship between
Joundation of identity? identity and ideology

2. Towhat extent is resistance to liberalism Students will assess impacts of, and reactions to.

Justified? principles of liberalism

To what extent are the principles of liberalism  Students will assess the extent fo which the
viable? principles of liberalism are viable in a contemporary
world

To what extent should my actions as a citizen be  Students will assess their rights, roles and
shaped by an ideology? responsibilities as citizens
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The following benchmark skills and processes are outcomes to be achieved by the end of

Social Studies 30-1.

critical thinking and
creative thinking

, Dimensions of Thinkin .
evaluate ideas and information from multiple sources

historical thinking | analyze multiple historical and contemporary perspectives within and across
cultures
geographic thinking | analyze the impact of physical and human geography on history

decision making and
problem solving

cooperation, conflict
resolution and
consensus building

demonstrate leadership in groups to achieve consensus, solve problems,
formulate positions, and take action, if appropriate, on 1mportant issues

Social Participation as a Democratic Practlce

demonstrate leadership by initiating and employing various strategies to
resolve conflicts peacefully and equitably

age-appropriate
behaviour for social
involvement

research and
information

oral, visual and
textual literacy

demonstrate leadership by engaging in actions that enhance personal and
community well-being

Research for Deliberative Inquiry \
develop, express and defend an informed position on an issue

Communication . o
communicate effectively to express a point of view in a variety of s1tuat10ns

media literacy

assess the authority, reliability and validity of electronically accessed
information




RESOURCES: 

Primary Resource:
Perspectives on Ideology Fielding, Christison, Harding, Meston, Smith, Oxford University Press, 2009.
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SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE ORGANIZER
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COURSE ASSESSMENT:

You will be assessed and evaluated with evidence of learning in the following areas:
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CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR 

You will only get out of your education what you put into it!  Be an active learner – think critically and ask questions.  There will be ample opportunity for discussion in class.  However, in order to create an environment where all feel welcome to participate, regardless of one’s perspective, it is essential for some basic rules to be followed:



1) Show respect for anyone who is speaking by being a good listener

2) Before speaking please raise your hand to be acknowledged - do not interrupt another person 

3) Do not make disparaging remarks that would in any way offend someone

Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated.  Students are expected to do their own work and demonstrate their own learning. In short, do not put yourself in a position where this might apply to you.

There will be no food permitted into the classroom, unless specified by the teacher on special occasions.  Please do not bring cell phones to class.  If your teacher perceives a cell phone or music device as a distraction it may be confiscated for the period.  Listening to music on an mp3 player or an Ipod may be permitted during individual work time, but always at the discretion of the teacher.  Earphones should not be used unless clear permission has been given to do so.

ASSIGNMENTS and TESTS

All assignments will be given due dates and these dates will be firm (unless unforeseen and acceptable circumstances arise – always at the discretion of the teacher).  There will be no surprises.  If there are circumstances that create a problem for completion of an assignment, a student should approach the teacher for an extension.  If the situation is deemed acceptable by the teacher, an extension may be granted. It is important to remember that assignments are part of a larger learning process. Missing or delaying the completion of an assignment may interfere with a student’s understanding of foundational concepts and hinder their ability to do subsequent assignments.
Missed tests or quizzes must be excused by the teacher prior to the writing date (unless special circumstances do not permit).  A responsible student does not surprise a teacher with missed tests and late assignments.  All re-writing of tests and quizzes will take place outside of class time and it will be the responsibility of the student to make those arrangements.  The writing of missed tests must take place within one week of a student returning.  

ATTENDANCE and LATES

Attendance will be handled according to school policy.  School policy states that you must have a parent or guardian call the school to excuse any non-school related absence.  If an absence is not excused a student will be sent to the office to deal with the unexcused absence.

If you come late to a class please enter quietly and sign the late book.  More than one late in a week may result in a ‘prime time’, while persistent lateness will lead to an attendance contract and administrative involvement.  Chronic attendance problems may lead to withdrawal from the course.

MATERIALS

There are certain things that all students will be expected to bring to class every day.  These materials include: pen, pencil, social studies binder, and appropriate textbooks.


CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES

The high school social studies program is issues-based and therefore we will be engaging with sometimes controversial 
issues. Many of these controversial issues and topics are mandated by the program of studies and it is your responsibility to review the program in order to identify any issues or topics you or your parents may want to be excluded from. A detailed copy of the program of studies can be found at the website below or it will be posted in Moodle. It is my sincere hope that there will be no need for individuals to remove themselves from any discussion because dialogue will unfold within the parameters of the basic classroom rules. The discussions will unfold within the democratic and pluralistic vision of the curriculum and will hopefully serve to support the values and attitude outcomes laid out within the program.
http://education.alberta.ca/media/774377/soc30.pdf

FINAL THOUGHTS

There are a great many historical and modern day facts, figures, and concepts that you will be expected to learn through the course of you social studies ‘career’, but they all pale in comparison to the ultimate goal of creating critically thinking, active and responsible citizens that are prepared to contribute in a positive way to our Canadian, as well as our global, society – good luck and have fun!  


Remember, you get out of your education only as much as you put into it.  You chose your attitude!

“Be the change you want to see in the world.”  - Mohandas Gandhi
“Some people see things as they are and ask 'why'? I see things as they 
have never been and ask 'why not'?”  - George Bernard Shaw
“If you think you can, you can. And if you think you can't, you're right.” - Henry Ford
Throughout the social studies 30-1 course students will be engaged with a key issue that is interconnected to four related issue questions.  There is one key outcome that students will work towards, again, with four general outcomes guiding their journey.  Within each related issue there are specific outcomes that reflect important values and attitudes, including knowledge and understanding outcomes.
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Dilpoma Exam - 50%     	Multiple Choice   50% 	 	  Written   50%


			           		(program concepts and skills)               		(major and minor task)








Summative Tests





*minimum of three formal


summative tests that will be framed by the related issues of the curriculum





*tests will include multiple choice and written response questions grounded in the skills and outcomes of the curriculum





*all tests will be accompanied by post-test reflection as part of the learning process








Projects and 


Performance Tasks





*two to three project or performance 


tasks per related issues





*choice of tasks may frame student learning through: creating a blog, creating a Vodcast or Podcast, creating a video or documentary, creating a story board or comic strip, creating a photo essay, writing a poem or song, performing a skit or play, building a diorama or sculpture, create a visual or poster





*Personal Manifesto course long culminating performance task

















Formal Writing Tasks





*at least one defense of position paper (major essay) with minimum of two attempts





*at least one perspective essay 


(minor essay) with minimum of two attempts





*writing skills activities / progressions built into papers














40%
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Course Work – 50%
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