







Watch the National Geographic video entitled The Cold War and attempt to answer the following questions:

1. When we use the term Cold War what years are we referring to?  19 _45_ to 19 _89_.
2. What happened on the banks of the Elbe River in April of 1945?


 (
U.S.
 and U.S.S.R. soldiers met as allies for the last time on the 
Elbe
 
River
.  Soviets had pushed from the East and the Americans, British and Canadians had pushed from the west after D-Day.
)

3. What did the U.S. represent and defend during the course of the Cold War?


 (
They supported an ideology representing democracy, freedom, and capitalism.
)
4. What did the Soviet Union represent and defend during the course of the Cold War?

 (
They supported an ideology representing communism and a more controlled society (dictatorship)
)

5. Review how the Cold War between the U.S.S.R. and the U.S. was fought?
























6. Use the map to help explain what happened to Germany and Berlin following the war:
 (
Germany was divided into the Eastern sector controlled by the U.S.S.R. and the west which was subdivided into three zones controlled by the U.S., France, and 
Britain
.
  
Berlin
 was divided the same way.
)












7. What does the term containment mean?
 (
It means stopping something from expanding or growing.  In the Context of the Cold War it was the 
U.S.
 policy to ‘contain’ the spread of communism – containment.
)


8. What does the term ‘Iron Curtain’ refer to?
 (
It is a term coined by Winston Churchill to describe the eastern European countries under the control of the 
Soviet Union
 who had liberated them – satellite countries – buffer zone.
)


9.  (
U.S. President Harry Truman states that his country will do whatever it takes to keep people free.  It was his policy of 
containment
 - to 
stop 
the spread of communism.
)What was the Truman Doctrine?



10.  (
U.S.
 economic plan to rebuild 
Europe
.
  The idea was to help countries out before the post-war economic depression led to unrest and political extremism.
)What was the Marshall Plan?



 (
Soviets try to block the flow of needed resources (food, fuel etc.) into 
West Berlin
 to test the resolve of the allies.  The 
U.S.
 and 
Britain
 organize a massive airlift to supply 
West Berlin
.  The Soviets eventually back down
)9.	Describe the event known as the Berlin Blockade (Airlift).



10. What is NATO?  It formed in 19 _49_.
 (
NATO is the 
North Atlantic
 Treaty Organization.  It was created as a Cold War military alliance between 
Canada
, 
U.S.
, 
Britain
 and other Western European nations.
)


11. What is the Warsaw Pact?  It formed in 19 _55_.
 (
It was created as a Cold War military alliance in response to NATO.  It was led by the 
Soviet Union
 and included all of the Eastern European satellite countries – ‘iron curtain’.
)


12.  (
Communist 
North Korea
 (backed by the Soviets and the Chinese) invades 
South Korea
 in 1950.  UN led coalition of 32 nations (including 
Canada
, 
U.S.
, 
Britain
) come to the aid of 
South Korea
.  Eventually the dispute is settled along the 38
th
 parallel where a de-militarized zone (DMZ) is set up.  The DMZ is still in place today.
)	Describe the Korean War.





13.  (
They were spies caught giving nuclear secrets to the Soviets.  They were executed.
)Who were Sobel and the Rosenburgs?

14. What was McCarthyism?
 (
U.S. Senator Joseph McCarthy spreads paranoia and fear about communism in the 
U.S.
 government (‘Reds’ ‘Commies’).  He eventually resigns after ruining political careers.
)


15. What did peaceful coexistence refer to?  Who implemented it?
 (
It is a term used by Khrushchev to describe his arrogant belief that communism would soon rule the world, so why not just get along with the U.S..
)


16.  (
There is an anti-communist uprising in 
Hungary
.  Khrushchev decides to send in the tanks and brutally crushed the uprising.  It sends a powerful message to the satellite countries.  The same situation unfolds in 1968 in 
Czechoslovakia
 and 
Brehznev
 takes the same course of action.  
Outcome is less brutal, but send
 the same message.
)What happened in Hungary in 1956?




17. What did the Soviets do in 1958 that shocked the United States?
 (
The Soviets launch ‘Sputnik’, the first satellite.  This scares the 
U.S.
 because it displays new missile technology that could potentially attack the 
U.S.
)


18.	What happened in 1960 that raised tensions between the U.S. and U.S.S.R.?
 (
U.S.
 U2 spy plane is shot down over Russian soil.  
U.S.
 caught spying!
)

19.	What did the Soviets do in East Berlin in 1961?
 (
They built the 
Berlin
 wall to stop East Berliners and East Germans from going to live in 
West Berlin
, which was recovering much faster than the East.  It was embarrassing.
)


20.  (
U.S.
 discovers Soviet missile bases in 
Cuba
.  
U.S.
 places a naval quarantine around 
Cuba
.  U.S.S.R. refuses to back down and serious threats go back and forth – 
brinkmanship.  A deal is eventually struck but it is the closest the world has come to a nuclear war.
)Describe the Cuban Missile Crisis.




21.  (
Communist North (backed by the U.S.S.R.) infiltrates the Southern portion of 
Vietnam
 along the famous Ho Chi 
Mihn
 trail to spread communism.  
U.S.
 is scared of the domino effect so they slowly get involved helping the South.  Eventually they are totally caught up in the war and it becomes a huge military and domestic disaster – they pull out in 1975.
)Describe the Vietnam War.




 (
The term means a relaxation in tension between two sides.  There were times when the superpowers did meet and agree to things (Non-Proliferation Treaty, SALT I and II etc.)
)22.	What does the term détente mean?


 (
Soviets invade 
Afghanistan
 in 1979.  They try to prop up a communist government.  The war becomes very costly for them and they eventually withdraw in 1988.  It becomes a military and domestic disaster for them – similar to 
Vietnam
 for the 
U.S.
)23.	What happened in Afghanistan in 1979?



24.	What did Gorbachev’s policies lead to?
 (
Perestroika was a complete economic restructuring of the economy to allow for some private property and incentive.  
Glastnost
 was allowing for openness and democracy.  Once Soviet citizens got a taste of these things there was no turning back – U.S.S.R. dead in 1992.
)
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hy write a book on Canada and the Cold War? One answer to Canada's first underground bomb
this question goes back to a moment in late 1989. The shelter; 19575.

Communist regimes of Eastern Europe are toppling one after

another as the world watches, astonished. On television, there are amazing
scenes. People are dancing on the Berlin Wall. A nine-year-old son asks his
father (one of the authors): “So, Dad, what’s the big deal about this Berlin
Wall anyway?” The answer to this innocent question turns out to be both
simple and complex. And it entails a journey back in time.
The Cold War was one of the most important events in shaping Canada in
the twentieth century. The two world wars were more dramatic, and tragic, in
their impact, but they were both mercifully of relatively short duration, four
and six years respectively. The Cold War endured for more than four decades,
from the latter half of the 1940s to the end of the 1980s. Its effects on
Canadian society and politics were far ranging and long lasting. Although (opposite): Testing nuclear fallout gear,
Canada played only a relatively minor military role in one bloody local Cold 1952.
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Here, we would like to tell some of the fascinating stories to a wider audience
of Canadians interested in knowing where we have come from, perhaps to
better understand where we are going.

Inevitably, we have had to be arbitrary in choosing which subjects to write
about, and which to set aside for the purposes of this book. We have tried to
touch on the most important themes, although some receive more emphasis
than others. We have also tried to tell stories that are interesting in them-
selves, and present personalities of the era that are vivid and memorable.

We have divided the book into decades, from the 1940s through the
1980s, with particular topics within these decades (although in many cases,
the stories inevitably spill over more than one decade). We briefly intro-
duce each decade, and offer a timeline to orient readers chronologically.

For those whose appetite has been whetted, we conclude with a list of
additional readings.

A Canadian peace rally in the early
1960s.
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