[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg][1YX BENHKOIO NEHHHA TI0REAOHOGHOE 3HAMA BQOXHOBAAKT

HAG TENEPb HA OTEYECTREHHYID BOAHY.. o cram




[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]HAPOA W APMHA EAHbI!




Watch the video entitled Life Under Stalin and answer the following questions:

1. How did Stalin take control of the Communist Party after Lenin’s death?

2. What eventually happened to Leon Trotsky?

3. What was Stalin obsessed with doing to the Soviet Union?

4. Who were the Kulaks?  What was the policy of de-Kulakization?

5. What was collectivization?  Was the policy a success?  Why or why not?
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6. What was the Great Famine in the Ukraine?  Why did it happen?

7. Describe what happened in the First Five Year Plan.
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8. Describe what happened in the Second Five Year Plan.

9. [image: image7.png]n What do we mean by the purges?

" The word ‘purge’ refers to ‘cleaning out’ or ‘cleansing’ an organism of
impurities. The first purge of the Communist Party took place in 1918 and there
were periodic purges or chistki (cleansings) throughout the 1920s. These
usually took place at times when the leaders were seeking to exercise more
control over the party or reshape it, as in the Lenin Enrolment of 1924 (see page
142). The party often took in more members (lowering entry standards) during
periods of crisis such as the Givil War and collectivisation, and shed what it saw
as undesirable elements when the crisis was over. But a chistka was, by and
large, a non-violent process. Party members were required to exchange their
party cards for new ones or to verify their party documents. In this process,
people were refused new cards: they were expelled but not usually arrested.

After the murder of Sergei Kirov at the end of 1934 this changed. From 1936
and particularly in 1937-38, many old Bolshevik leaders were disposed of, the
party was purged ruthlessly and violently, and other groups in society were
swept up in the ‘cleansing’ process. This later period is called the Great Purges.
According to Sheila Fitzpatrick, in The Russian Revolution 1917-1932, the term
‘Great Purges’ is a Western term, not a Soviet one. There was no acceptable
public way to refer to it at the time; in private it was referred to as ‘1937". Robert
Conquest calls this period ‘The Great Terror’.

We can identify three phases in the purges of the 1950s:

1 The chistka of 1932-35 in which over twenty per cent of the party were
expelled non-violently as part of a clearing-out process after collectivisation.

2 The show trials which saw prominent old Bolsheviks publicly tried and
executed.

3 The Yezhovshchina, named after Yezhov, the head of the NKVD, which was
a period of mass terror from 1937 to 1938 when thousands of party
members, state officials, members of the armed forces, industrial directors,
professionals and other sections of society were denounced, arrested and
imprisoned. Many were executed; many more died in Soviet labour camps.

TERROR AND THE PURGES

"m a further wave of termr




How was propaganda used in Stalin’s Soviet Union? 
10. Describe Stalin’s totalitarianism.
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Leading party members

Khrushchev states that 98 out of 139 (70 per cent) members of the
Central Committee elected at the Seventeenth Party Congress
were arrested and shot. Of the 1966 delegates to the Congress,
1108 were arrested. This was the congress which favoured Kirov
over Stalin.

Senior military officers

These included: '

* Tukhachevsky, Chief of the General Staff, and seven other
generals — all heroes of the Civil War

¢ all eleven war commissars and three out of five marshals of the
USSR

* all admirals commanding fleets and their replacements

« all but one of the senior commanders of the air force.

In all, 35,000 officers were either imprisoned or shot — although

over 11,000 were reinstated by the middle of 1940.

Managers, engineers and scientists

A high proportion of managers at all levels were purged. The
railways were particularly hard hit. Leading physicists and biologists
were arrested.

People related to those who had been purged
This was probably the largest category of all — colleagues,
subordinates, relatives, wives, children, friends and associates.

Party and state leaders

In every national republic within the USSR, party and state leader:
were charged with treason or bourgeois nationalism. In Georgia,
two state prime ministers, four out of five of the regional party
secretaries and thousands of lesser officials lost their posts.

NKVD

Yagoda, head of the NKVD, was arrested in 1937. According to
figures given by D. Volkogonov in Stalin (1988, p. xxiv) more than
23,000 NKVD men perished at the end of the 1930s.

Other groups
* Anyone with contacts abroad, such as Comintern agents,
diplomats, foreign trade officials, intelligence agents, railwaymen,
sportsmen

* Former Mensheviks and Socialist Revolutionaries

* Priests, members of religious groups and people holding
unorthodox views of any sort

° People in the media, artists and historians.

Peasants and industrial workers

Members of these groups were arrested, imprisoned or shot in
huge numbers, although most peasants died during collectivisation
and the famine.




11. What changes did Stalin make to society in terms of women and education?

12. Describe what Stalin did to build a personality cult around him?

13. Describe the ‘Great Terror’ and the ‘purges’.  Who were the targets and why?

14. What were ‘show trials’ in Stalin’s Soviet Union? 
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Signs of opposition to Stalin's leadership. Ryutin, who had denounced Stalin
as the ‘evil genius of the Russian Revolution’, was expelled from the party
but not executed.

Purge of ‘undesirable elements’ — mainly the more illiterate and inactive of
the new working class and peasant recruits: 22 per cent of the party were
expelled.

Seventeenth Party Congress. Several provincial delegates urged Kirov to
take over as General Secretary.

OGPU replaced by NKVD.
Murder of Kirov.

Purge of the party resumed, with the focus now shifting to men who held
more important posts. An ‘exchange of party cards’ led to half a million
members being expelled.

Zinoviev and Kamenev were arrested and accused of instigating terrorist
activities.

The death penalty was extended not only to spies and parasites but also to
all those'who were aware of such activities.

The first show trial, involving Zinoviev, Kamenev and fourteen others.
Yezhov replaced Yagoda as head of the NKVD.

The new Constitution was adopted.

The second show trial, involving Radek, Pyatakov and fifteen others.
The purge of the Red Army began.

Tukhachevsky and leading army officers were shot.

The third show trial involving Bukharin, Rykov, Yagoda and eighteen others.
Beria replaced Yezhov as head of the NKVD.

Eighteenth Party Congress. Stalin declared an end to the ‘mass purges’.

Yezhov was shot.




15. What was life like in the gulags?
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Wheatcroft and Davies

people died between 1927 and
1938.They believe that around
8.5 million of these died between
1927 and 1936, mostly from
famine.

(1994) estimate that 10 million !

around 7 million people were
executed between [929 and
1953, with another 16.5 million
imprisoned.
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Estimates of victims
of the Great Terror 1937-38
by Robert Conquest (1990):

1932-1933:

1929-1953:

Arrests

Executions
Population of camps
Died in camps
Famine

Deaths (total)

7-8 million
I—1.5 million
7-8 million
2 million

7 million

20 million





16. What did Stalin do in 1939 to try and protect the Soviet Union?  Did it work?

17. Did Stalin’s ends justify his means?
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Substantial inequality throughout society.

A hierarchy of ranks both within the party
and outside (directors of enterprises,
managers, officials, skilled workers, etc.),
with accompanying rewards — better
housing, access to scarce goods, etc. Those
in higher ranks of the party or industry
were at greater risk — they could be blamed
for mistakes or attacked as a lesson to others.

Strict censorship of all media. The Russian
people had little knowledge of the outside

party’s media operation,

No independent social or cultural
organisations permitted.

Extensive use of propaganda to
put across the party’s messages |~
and the desired image of the
leader.

Strong emphasis on nationalism /
and patriotism. Russians were

cut off from foreign contacts
and influences.

Revival of traditional values in
family, education and the arts.

A system of privileges used to keep the party
' ) élite — the nomenklatura — loyal to the leader.
Tremendous personal power in the hands
’ of the leader — his word was law; he held
/ the power of life and death,
—

/ over the party and the government.

world except through the filter of the [~

~ Minimal rights for workers — low

Great emphasis on the role of the leader — an
all-knowing, omnipresent god-like figure.

Highly centralised control from Moscow

Terror used to control the population. I

A command economy — a centralised
planning system with the emphasis on
heavy industry.

Low priority given to the needs of
citizens — poor housing, few consumer
goods, generally low standard of living.

wages and poor working conditions,
trade unions were organs of the state,
peasants were controlled through
NKVD agents based in collectives and
MTS stations.

Fear and terror used to control any
potential opposition inside the party.
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As one of the worst periods of political repression in the
history of the USSR was initiated, Stalin published the most
‘democratic’ constitution in the world (passed 5 December
1936). The rights it enshrined included: ’

* [reedom from arbitrary arrest

» freedom of speech and the press

* the right to demonstrate

* respect for privacy of the home and personal
correspondence

* employment for all

* universal suffrage for over-eighteens, free elections and
secret ballots. !

It was a hollow and cynical piece of propaganda since at
that very time such rights were being systematically abused.
However, the Constitution made it clear that all these rights
were subordinate to the interests of the working classes and
it was the role of the Communist Party to decide what those
interests were. Also, only Communists could be put up for
elections. So one-party dominance was assured.

The Constitution was written by a team headed by

Bukharin and Radek, who were both to perish shortly
afterwards in the purges. It was intended largely for
international consumption, to show Communist
sympathisers that the Soviet state was a democratic one at
heart and provided the chief hope for the future of the
world. Other important sections of the Constitution
proclaimed that:

* the Soviet Union was a federal state with eleven
autonomous republics

+ ethnic groups would have local autonomy within the
republics

* the old Congresses of Soviets were to be replaced by the
Supreme Soviet, a single legislative body, filled by elected
representatives from the Soviet republics

* the Council of the People’s Commissars would continue
as the chief executive authority

* the Soviet state embraced equality for all and joint
ownership of the means of production,

Stalin claimed that his constitution was ‘proof that socialism
and demoeracy are invincible’,
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