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	Students who understand can explain: provide thorough, supported, and justifiable accounts of phenomena, facts, and data.
Students who understand can interpret: tell meaningful stories; offer apt translations; provide a revealing historical or personal dimension to ideas and events; make it personal or accessible through images, anecdotes, analogies, and models.
Students who understand have perspective: see and hear points of view through critical eyes and ears; see the big picture.
Students who understand can empathize: find value in what others might find odd, alien, or implausible; perceive sensitively on the basis of prior direct experience.
EXPLANATION
INTERPRETATION
PERSPECTIVE
EMPATHY
Sophisticated: an unusually thorough, elegant, and inventive account (model, theory, or explanation); fully supported, verified, and justified; deep and broad: goes well beyond the information given.
Profound: a powerful and illuminating interpretation and analysis of the importance /meaning/ significance; tells a rich and insightful story: provides a rich history or context; sees deeply and incisively any ironies in the different interpretations.
Insightful: a penetrating and novel viewpoint; effectively critiques and encompasses other plausible perspectives; takes a long and dispassionate view of the issues involved.
Mature: disposed and able to see  and feel what others see and feel; unusually open to and willing to seek out the odd, alien, or different.
In-depth: an atypical and revealing account, going beyond what is obvious or what was explicitly taught; makes subtle connections; well supported by argument and evidence; novel thinking displayed.
Revealing: a nuanced interpretation and analysis of the importance/ meaning/ significance: tells an insightful story; provides a telling history or con text; sees subtle differences, levels, and ironies in diverse interpretations.
Thorough: a revealing and coordinated critical view; makes own view more plausible by considering the plausibility of other perspectives; makes apt criticisms, discriminations, and qualifications.
Sensitive: disposed to see and feel what others see and feel; open to the unfamiliar or different.
Developed: an account that reflects some in-depth and personalized ideas; the student is making the work her own, going beyond the given—there is supported theory here, but insufficient or inadequate evidence and argument.
Perceptive: a helpful interpretation or analysis of the importance/ meaning/ significance; tells a clear and instructive story; provides a useful history or con- text; sees different levels of interpretation.
Considered: a reasonably critical and comprehensive look at all points of in the context of one's own; makes clear that there is plausibility to other points of view.
Aware: knows and feels that others see and feel differently; somewhat able to empathize with others; has difficulty making sense of odd or alien views.
Intuitive: an incomplete account but with apt and insightful ideas; extends and deepens some of what was learned; some "reading between the lines"; account has limited support/ argument/data or sweeping generalizations. There is a theory, but one with limited testing and evidence.
Interpreted: a plausible interpretation or analysis of the importance/ meaning/ signficance; makes sense of a story; provides a history or context.
Aware: knows of different points of view  and somewhat able to place own view in perspective, but weakness in considering worth of each perspective or critiquing each perspective, especially one's own; uncritical about tacit assumptions.
Developing: has some capacity and self-discipline to "walk in another's shoes, but is still primarily limited to one's own reactions and attitudes: puzzled or put off by different feeling.
Naive: a superficial account; more descriptive than analytical or creative; a fragmentary or sketchy account of facts/ideas or glib generalizations; a black-and-white account less a theory than an unexamined hunch or borrowed idea.
Literal: a simplistic or superficial reading; mechanical translation; a decoding with little or no interpretation; no sense of wider importance or significance; a restatement of what was taught or read.
Uncritical: unaware of differing points view; prone to overlook or ignore other perspectives; has difficulty imagining other ways of seeing things; prone to egocentric argument and personal criticisms.
Egocentric: has little or no empathy beyond intellectual awareness of others; sees things through own ideas and feelings; ignores or is threatened or puzzled by different feelings, attitudes, or views.




	QUALITY OF PRESENTATION

	MATTERS OF CORRECTNESS


	When marking Quality of Presentation, the markers should consider how effectively the student

•
organizes the work effectively
•  maintains a controlling idea throughout
Note: Consider the total impression created by the student.
	When marking Matters of Correctness, the markers should consider the effectiveness of the student's 

•
overall expression
•
mechanics and grammar of writing and/or expression
  •  use of vocabulary and social studies terminology

Note: Consider the proportion of error in relation to the complexity and length of response


	The work is fluent, skillfully structured, and judiciously ordered.  A controlling idea is effectively sustained and integrated.

	The expression/writing is skillful with excellent control of sentence structure, grammar, and mechanics. The relative absence of error is impressive. Vocabulary is precise and deliberately chosen.


	The work is clear and purposefully ordered.  A controlling idea is coherently sustained and presented.

	The expression/writing is capable and demonstrates control of sentence structure, grammar, and mechanics. Minor errors in language do not impede communication. Vocabulary is appropriate and specific.


	The work is straightforward and functionally ordered. A controlling idea is presented and maintained generally; however, coherence may falter.

	The expression/writing is straightforward and demonstrates basic control of sentence structure, grammar, and mechanics. There may be occasional lapses in control and minor errors; however, the communication remains generally clear. Vocabulary is conventional and adequate.


	The work is awkward and lacks clarity. A controlling idea is inconsistently maintained.

	The expression/writing is faltering and there is a lacking control of sentence structure, grammar, and mechanics. Errors obscure the clarity of communication. Vocabulary is imprecise, simplistic, and/or inappropriate.


	The work is unclear and disorganized. A controlling idea is difficult to discern or is absent.

	The expression/writing is lacking with little of control of sentence structure, grammar, and mechanics. Jarring errors impede communication. Vocabulary is overgeneralized and/or inaccurate.
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