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FACTS ABOUT THE CANADIAN SENATE


· The Senate is the only Legislature in Canada that takes daily attendance and publishes it during a session of Parliament (after the Andrew Thompson affair).


· The Senate seat distribution breakdown is as follows:

Ontario – 24, Quebec –24, West – 24 (6 each),  Atlantic – 24 (10-NS, 10-NB, 4-PEI), Newfoundland – 6, Territories – 1 each, TOTAL of 105
· Although they can be appointed from the age of 30 to 75, the average term for a Senator is 9.5 years long.

· Senator Tommy Banks described the Senate as “The quality control department.  We fix the dents and scratches in legislation.”

· John A. MacDonald described the Senate as place of “Sober Second Thought” for legislation.

· The Senate costs approximately $2.00 per Canadian.  The House of Commons costs approximately $8.50 per Canadian.  The Alberta Legislature costs approximately $14.00 per Albertan.

· The Senate has technically the exact same powers as the House of Commons except the Senate cannot introduce legislation that would raise taxation, or spend taxpayer monies (money bill) and they cannot defeat a constitutional amendment.


· The Senate usually cuts deals with the House of Commons over legislation, but it has, and will, defeat legislation if necessary.  The Senate force the inclusion of a ‘sunset’ clause on The Terrorism Act.  The Senate refused to pass the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and agreed to do so if the Mulroney Progressive Conservatives won the election with the FTA as part of their platform.

· The Senate is not bound to the concept of party solidarity.  Senators cannot be removed by the Prime Minister and therefore do not owe blind allegiance to the party.  

· Senators do not have to play the political game because they are not constantly worried about re-election.  They are in a position to be more objective.


· A pre-condition for Confederation in 1867 was to insure regional equality.  Small provinces like Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick wanted protection from the much larger Upper Canada (Ontario) and Lower Canada (Quebec).


· The Senate is much more representative of Canada’s diverse population that the House of Commons.  There are more minority groups and women represented in the Senate.  There are also people from a large cross-section of backgrounds, occupation, and expertise, that otherwise may never have run for political office.  You don not have to be a professional politician to be appointed to the Senate.


· There is an obscure power the Prime Minister has to appoint addition Senators when there is legislative gridlock.  Faced with a Liberal-dominated Senate refusing to pass the goods and services tax, Prime Minister Brian Mulroney invoked Section 26 of the 1867 Constitution Act. The section allows for the addition of four or eight Senate seats upon the direction of the Queen. Mulroney's appointments brought the total number of senators to 112, up from 104.  Check out the news clip at CBC archives: http://archives.cbc.ca/IDC-1-73-1773-12071-11/that_was_then/politics_economy/twt
· Senator Tommy Banks is a perfect example of why an appointed Senate is useful.  Senator banks has done an exemplary job in the Senate and would likely never have run for office.  People like Senator Banks, as well as unlikely politicians such as Frank Mahovlich (former NHL star), would not have had an opportunity to share their expertise in Ottawa.


· Because Senators do not have to spend as much time in their individual constituency, dealing with all of its needs, they have more time to raise awareness on key issue for Canadians.  An important part of the Senate’s work is in investigating key issues within Canada and then compiling detailed reports to raise the profile of these issues.   Some fairly recent examples of this could be found in the issues of ‘Decriminalization of Marijuana’ and on the ‘State of our Canadian Armed Forces’.







