
First Nations, Metis, and Inuit 
Professional Learning Resources

Palliser Regional School Division
March 15, 2017

SAPDC



Today’s Agenda --Exploration of possible professional learning 
resources reflecting the First Nations, Metis, and Inuit Perspective

1.  Setting The Context
2. Territorial Acknowledgement
3.  Elder In The Making
4.  Teacher Resources tied to the Program of Studies for Each Grade Level
5.  ARPDC Professional  Development Resources
6.  Empowering The Spirit
7.  Education is Our Buffalo
8.  Personal Exploration
9.  Upcoming Professional Learning Opportunities
10. Questions  





Acknowledging Traditional Territory 

Acknowledging territory is a way of honouring and showing respect for a group of people 
who have been living and working on this land from time immemorial.

The only people who would Welcome to the Territory are the First Nations people who 
are traditionally/originally from that territory. The majority of school district personnel 
likely would Acknowledge Territory.

Acknowledging territory is performed at any important function such as a school 
assembly, awards night, graduation, a celebration including Aboriginal communities etc. 
It can also be performed before an important meeting or presentation.



The host is the person who would acknowledge territory, you would usually not ask a 
guest to acknowledge territory as it is not his/her function/event. It is not necessary to 
have an Aboriginal person acknowledge territory.

Acknowledgement/Welcome is usually the first item on the agenda. (If you forget, just 
quickly acknowledge then, and don’t worry about it!)

For larger events it is always respectful to have a member of the local First Nation, 
preferably an Elder, perform a welcome, if possible. This would require an honorarium to 
be given to this person, to acknowledge his or her knowledge and respect within the 
community.



Setting the Context

6

Art by Aaron Paquette



220,695
Aboriginal Residents =

6.2% of Alberta’s population (2011)
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Snapshot - In 2011 ... 

○ 49% of Aboriginal people were under the age of 25

○ 44% of First Nations children (14 and younger) lived 

with both parents, 32% lived in a single parent family 

and 5% were in foster care

○ 47% of Aboriginal people have post-secondary 

qualifications

Approximately one Aboriginal child in five currently attends on-

reserve schools; four in five attend provincial schools (Richards, 2008)
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First Nations 
Treaties in 
Alberta
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Treaty 8 

Treaty 6 

Treaty 7 





ELDER IN THE MAKING is an informative expose into 
the complexity of Aboriginal culture and the historical 
Treaty 7 agreement, which gave the First Nations 
people in Southern Alberta a reserve but ceded their 
ownerships rights to their traditional territory.

95 minutes long – 6 Chapters – Learning Guides being 
developed

SAPDC Facilitated Sessions





http://www.native-languages.org/numbers/blackfoot_numbers.htm

Exploration of Some Resources to Support 
Professional Learning

Each member of your group will be assigned a number.  For 
many of the resources you be assigned a task based that 
number.

We will spend approximately 15 minutes on each resource.
• 5 minutes for personal exploration
• 5 minutes for sharing what you found (1 minute per 

participant)
• 5 minutes to reflect and discuss how you might use 

this resource in your school to support professional 
learning or the instructional program

http://www.native-languages.org/numbers/blackfoot_numbers.htm


www.sapdc.ca

http://www.sapdc.ca/




Personal Exploration of a grade level at your school.  



PERSONAL EXPLORATION 

SHARING WHAT YOU FOUND

GROUP REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION

Large Group – How do you see this resource being 
used to support the professional learning or 
teaching within your school? 
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Foundational Knowledge

Experiential Learning – Hosting a Family Night

Experiential Learning – Kairos Blanket Exercise

Professional Learning Resources – Literacy

Professional Learning Resources – Seven 
Grandfathers teaching

Empowering The Spirit





Many Peoples, Many Cultures

Understanding Aboriginal Histories

Aboriginal Spirituality and Teachings

Cultural Traditions

Moving Forward

Education Is Our Buffalo



Five Different Resources That Might Be Of Interest



Our Words Our Ways

FNMI Professional Learnings

Walking Together, FNMI Perspectives in the Curriculum

Fatty Legs

Impacts of Residential Schools Workshop

5 Different Resources



http://www.nativereflections.com





ATA and SAPDC Needs Assessment

A tool to help schools plan their professional learning over the next two years.

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3392908/Zone-6-Joint-SAPDC-ATA-PD-Needs-Assessment-2017

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3392908/Zone-6-Joint-SAPDC-ATA-PD-Needs-Assessment-2017


What can you do in the next 
month to support your school 
community with Professional 
Learning on the First Nations, 

Metis, and Inuit Topic?

What additional support do you 
think you will need?





Contact Information
John Loree, Executive Director
John.loree@sapdc.ca
403-381-5580 (Office) or 403-332-3466 (Cell)
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